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                                    	By Robert Preidt HealthDay Reporter
	Posted April 6, 2022


                                    EPA Proposes to Ban Last Form of Asbestos Used in U.S.

                                    
A proposed rule to ban ongoing uses of the only known form of asbestos imported into the United States has been introduced by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The ban would apply to chrysotile asbestos, which is known to cause cancer and is found in products like asbestos diaphragms, sheet gaskets, brake blocks, aftermarket automotive brakes/linings, other vehicle friction products, and other gaskets imported into the United States
The proposed rule would rectify a 1991 court decision that largely overturned the EPA's 1989 ban on asbestos and significantly weakened the agency's authority to reduce risks to human health from asbestos or other existing chemicals, the EPA said.
"Today, we're taking an important step forward to protect public health and finally put an end to the use of dangerous asbestos in the United States," EPA administrator Michael Regan said in an agency news release. "This historic proposed ban would protect the American people from exposure to chrysotile asbestos, a known carcinogen."
Asbestos is banned in more than 50 countries and its use in the United States has been declining for years. Most consumer products that historically contained chrysotile asbestos have been discontinued in the United States, and raw chrysotile asbestos currently imported into the United States is used exclusively by the chlor-alkali chemical industry.
Chlor-alkali chemicals are used in a number of sectors of the U.S. economy and in drinking water treatment, which uses chlorine manufactured through the chlor-alkali process.
There are alternatives to asbestos-containing diaphragms for chlor-alkali plants. The use of alternatives, specifically membrane cells, accounts for almost half of the country's chlor-alkali production, according to the EPA.
The agency is also evaluating other types and uses of asbestos, including its use in talc and talc-containing products.
More information
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has much more on asbestos.
SOURCE: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, news release, April 5, 2022

                                    

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to Pacific Medical Pharmacy #1 site users by HealthDay. Pacific Medical Pharmacy #1 nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

                
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Poisons
	Environment
	Cancer: Lung


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 











 	



    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
     
       
             
                  
             

       

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                        Site Navigation


                        	
                                    
                                        Patient Resources
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        COVID-19 Services
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Help
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Location / Hours
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Privacy Policy
                                    
                                  


                    

                                        

                    
                    
                        Contact Us

                         
                        
                            Pacific Medical Pharmacy #1
1101 North Pacific Ave , Suite 101, Glendale, CA 91202
 (818) 548-1330 -  (818) 548-3590
                                        [image: visa]
                                                                                [image: mastercard]
                                                                                [image: amex]
                                                                                [image: discover]
                                                                                [image: giftcard]
                                        


  
                        
                    

                    
                

            
 
        


        
            
                
                                         
                        
                            2024 © All Rights Reserved.
                           Privacy Policy
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    


                    

                    
                

            
 
        

    
     
                                                                                                                         
    
