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                                    Too Many U.S. Women Disrespected, Mistreated During Childbirth
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Childbirth is a harrowing ordeal, and it’s being made worse by mistreatment from health care providers during labor, a new study says.
More than one in every eight women are mistreated during childbirth, researchers found.
Most commonly, women’s requests for help during 
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                                    Syphilis Rates Among Pregnant Women Have Tripled, CDC Data Shows

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    
                                                        [image: ]
                                                    
                  
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                        
                                            
Maternal syphilis rates have tripled in recent years, putting thousands of newborns at risk for infection, a new U.S. government report shows.
Left untreated, syphilis can damage the heart and brain and cause blindness, deafness and paralysis. When transmitted during pregnancy, it can cause miscarriage, lifelong medical issues and infant death.
In the new 
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                                    Healthy Twins Born to Woman Who Was Pregnant in Each of Her Two Uteruses
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When Kelsey Hatcher's twins share their birth story someday, their tale will truly be one in a million.
Hatcher, who gave birth at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), has a rare double uterus and was pregnant with a baby in each one. After 20 hours of labor, she delivered two girls -- Baby A on Dec. 19 and Baby B on Dec. 20.
“Never in our wildest dreams could we have pl...
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                                    Waiting to Clamp Umbilical Cord May Save Preemies' Lives
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The timing of a simple, standard part of childbirth could mean the difference between life and death for premature babies, a pair of new evidence reviews have concluded.
Preemies whose umbilical cords are clamped 30 seconds to two minutes after birth are less likely to die before leaving the hospital, compared to those whose cords are immediately clamped, researchers report in the Nov. 14...
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                                    U.S. Infant Mortality Rate Climbs for First Time in 20 Years
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Following nearly two decades of decline, U.S. infant death rates edged up by 3% in 2022, new provisional government numbers reveal.
“This was the first year we saw statistically significant increased rates of infant mortality in about 20 years,” said study author Danielle Ely, a statistician at the U.S. National Center f...
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                                    Childbirth Can Leave New Parents in Serious Medical Debt
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New parents bringing home their bundle of joy often carry something else with them as they leave the hospital: medical debt.
That's according to new research from Michigan Medicine that found postpartum women are more likely to have medical debt than those who are pregnant.
The researchers studied this by evaluating collections among a statewide, commercially insured cohort of more ...
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                                    In Mississippi, a Huge Jump in Cases of Babies Born With Syphilis
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The United States is experiencing an alarming wave of congenital syphilis, and one southern state saw a 1,000% rise in babies born with the infection between 2016 and 2022.
The number of babies born with the infection in Mississippi rose from 10 in 2016 to 110 in 2022. Syphilis is a sexually transmitted bacterial infection. Congenital syphilis occurs when an infected mother passes the dis...
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                                    Great Step for Baby: Walkable Neighborhoods Linked to Safer Pregnancies
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Walkable neighborhoods -- with sidewalks, parks and paths -- encourage pregnant women to get more exercise, which leads to good outcomes for both mom and baby.
New research looks at the influence of these walkable communities on this activity, which is considered safe for pregnant women.
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                                    Tori Bowie's Death Highlights Race Gap in Maternal Death Rates
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Having a baby in the United States continues to be a risky proposition, particularly for Black women, according to a pair of new reports.
The number of U.S. deliveries that resulted in severe, potentially life-threatening complications for the mother increased between 2008 and 2021, according to a new analysis led by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
Further, ...
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                                    COVID Pandemic May Have Heightened Women's Fears Around Pregnancy
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Many American women fear childbirth, and the COVID-19 pandemic did not calm those feelings, new research shows. 
"Our results showed really high rates of childbirth fear in our sample," said Zaneta Thayer, co-author of a new study and an associate professor of anthropology at Dartmouth College in Hanov...
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Pregnancy rates in the United States suffered a steep decline during the last decade, new government data shows.
The overall U.S. pregnancy rate fell by 12% between 2010 and 2019, according to figures released Wednesday by the U.S. National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS).
The pregnancy rate among women aged 15 to 44 was 85.6 per 1,000 in 2019, down from 97.3 per 1,000 in 2010, ...
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The "baby bust" that hit the United States during the first year of the COVID pandemic did not affect all states equally — with states that were more racially diverse or more "blue" seeing bigger drops in their birth rates.
That's among the findings of a 
                                        

    
                                    	 Amy Norton HealthDay Reporter
	|
	 April 11, 2023
	|
	Full Page
	
                                            	
                                                     
                                                    Childbirth Psychology / Mental Health:   Misc. Infertility                                                 

 
                                        


                                

                            

                         

                                            
                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                        

                    

                     
                    
                            
                                
                                    Induced Deliveries Could Help Prevent a Major Complication of Pregnancy
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A potentially dangerous complication of pregnancy might be prevented by carefully screening women late in pregnancy and planning a timed delivery for those at high risk, a new study reports.
More than half of all preeclampsia cases that occur late in pregnancy could be warded off through induced labor or cesarean section provided to high-risk women, according to an analysis published onli...
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Where a woman lives in the United States has a lot to do with whether she has severe maternal complications from childbirth, according to new research using Medicaid data.
Her race or ethnicity also greatly affects this, researchers found.
"Near misses" -- where complications could have led to the death of the woman during pregnancy or delivery -- are highest in Washington, D.C., nu...

                                        
    
                                    	 Cara Murez HealthDay Reporter
	|
	 April 7, 2023
	|
	Full Page
	
                                            	
                                                     
                                                    Pregnancy: Risks Insurance: Medicaid Childbirth                                                 

 
                                        


                                

                            

                         

                                            
                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                        

                    

                     
                    
                            
                                
                                    Pandemic Saw Rise in Opioid Prescriptions Given After Childbirth

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                    
                                                        [image: ]
                                                    
                  
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                        
                                            
New mothers who gave birth early in the pandemic filled far more opioid prescriptions than American women did previously, raising concerns about the potential for narcotic misuse.
About 38% of more than 460,000 women who gave birth from July 2018 through December 2020 were prescribed opioids for postpartum pain management, according to the University of Georgia study.
But there was ...
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                                    Study Refutes Notion That Method of Delivery Impacts Baby's 'Microbiome'
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Despite a longstanding assumption that babies' gut microbiome development could be affected by whether they were born vaginally or through cesarean section, scientists report this doesn't appear to be the case.
A team of Canadian researchers looked to infant stool microbiome composition in the first weeks and months of life to evaluate the theory.
“We show that the composition of ...
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New evidence finds that babies born by cesarean section may not miss out on essential microbes. 
Though these newborns receive less of their mother's gut microbiome during birth, they can obtain their mom's microbes in breast milk and in other ways. 
“We wanted to have a better idea of how the infant microbiome develops in different parts of their bodies and how it's influenced by...
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                                    Kids Born After Elective Induced Labor Performed Worse in School: Study
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You're 38 weeks pregnant and so uncomfortable you can barely move, so you ask your doctor if labor can be induced early.
That's not necessarily a good idea, according to new research that found children born after elective induced labor may do worse in school. 
Dutch researchers found that 12-year-olds who as newborns were delivered after elective induced labor scored lower on tests...
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Continuing a decades-long trend, the percentage of American women who've ever had a child declined again in the latest figures from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
"A lower percentage of women aged 15 to 44 in 2015--2019 had ever had a biological child (52.1%) compared with women aged 15 to 44 in 2011--2015 (54.9%)," concluded a report issued Jan. 10 by the CDC's Nati...
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                                    U.S. Home Births Reach Highest Level in Three Decades
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More pregnant women in the United States are choosing to deliver their babies at home rather than in hospitals, a trend that may have been influenced by the pandemic. 
A U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report published Thursday showed that 52,000 women gave birth at home in 2021, an incre...
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                                    Kept Home Under Lockdown, U.S. Couples May Have Spurred a 'Baby Bump'
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The pandemic brought about a lot of changes in people's lives. For many, that included a new baby.
The United States saw a “baby bump” in 2021 described in a new study as “the first major reversal in declining U.S. fertility rates since 2007.”
It was the opposite of what early forecasts predicted.
“Ther...
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Stillbirth is heartbreaking tragedy for parents, but exactly what raises the risk of it remains elusive.
Certain health conditions in a pregnant woman can be a factor, but new research came up with a surprising finding: Stillbirth risk appears to be inherited through male members of the family on eithe...
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                                    7 Million U.S. Women Live in Maternity Care 'Deserts': Report
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Pregnancy can be safer and healthier for both mom and baby with good access to quality maternity care. 
Yet, the United States is still among one of the most dangerous developed nations for childbirth, especially in rural areas and communities of color, according to a new March of Dimes repo...
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Too much anxiety isn't good for anyone, but a new study suggests it is particularly perilous for pregnant women because it can raise the chances of their child being born early.
Given that finding, the researchers recommended that doctors screen for anxiety during the...
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                                                        [image: ]
                                                    
                  
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                        
                                            
Stories about their difficult birth or their parents' fertility challenges can give adult children a more grateful, upbeat attitude towards their lives, British researchers suggest.
They studied the messages as well as how they were delivered, interviewing people about the stor...
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Childbirth shouldn't put any dent in your future lovin', regardless of the way your baby was delivered, new research assures.
Sexual enjoyment isn't affected at all by method of delivery in the years following childbirth, according to a study involving the mothers of more than 14,000 babies bor...
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Where you live may affect your fertility, a new study suggests.
People who live in economically deprived neighborhoods are about 20% less likely to conceive, compared to people from areas with more resources, researchers said.
Investments in deprived neighbo...
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Better have some savings stored up before you rush to the delivery room: A new analysis shows the average out-of-pocket expense for delivering a child in the United States is nearly $3,000, even if you're insured. 
Other studies have looked at the costs for specific services, such as Cesarean sections versus vagina...
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Babies delivered by cesarean section are no more likely to have food allergies during their first year of life than other infants, according to an Australian study.
The association between type of delivery and food allergy risk had been unclear, so researchers decided to take a closer look.
For the study, they analyzed data on more than 2,000 infants in Australia; 30% were delivered...
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Giving antibiotics to a woman just before a cesarean delivery does not increase her baby's risk of asthma or eczema, a new British study says.
C-section is common, but can put new mothers at increased of infection, so they're given preventative antibiotics.
"Maternal infections, such as wound infection, can b...
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Pregnant women who aren't vaccinated against COVID-19 are at greater risk for delivering stillborn babies, and new research provides important clues about why.
Unlike other fungal, bacterial or viral infections, which cross over the placenta to affect the fetus, SARS-CoV-2 is particularly lethal to the developing placenta, and this damage deprives the fetus of oxygen and nutrition, said s...
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So, you're pregnant and battling nausea every day. What harm could come from smoking a joint to settle your stomach?
Plenty, according to a new study that suggests women who use pot while expecting put their infants at risk for some serious health problems.
The problems included 
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                                    A Faster, Cheaper Test to Gauge the Risk of Premature Delivery?
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A two-minute test can accurately detect vaginal bacteria associated with preterm birth, researchers have found, pointing to a possible way to identify pregnant women at increased risk of early delivery.
In the United States, about one in 10 babies are born preterm, according to the nonprofit March of Dimes. Babies born preterm (before the 37th week of pregnancy) are at increased risk of h...
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                                    Pandemic Grief Can Come Between Mothers and Their Newborns
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Among the many negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic may be damage to the bond between mothers and their infants, researchers say.
Women who experienced grief and depression due to pandemic-related losses may find it more difficult to form this all-important emotional connection with their babies, according to a new study from Brigham and Women's Hospital, in Boston.
"Becoming a...
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                                    Pregnancy, Delivery Safe for Women Born With Heart Defects
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Women who were born with heart defects may get some reassurance from a new study that finds they face no heightened risk to health during a pregnancy and delivery.
According to the researchers, doctors may often advise these women against getting pregnant due to the potential risks for them and their babies, but until now those risks have been unclear.
"The most important finding fr...
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                                    Epidurals Not Linked to Autism in Children
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Pregnant women who receive an epidural to ease their pain during labor aren't any more likely than others to have kids with autism, two new studies show.
Earlier research suggested this practice may increase autism risk in offspring, but the pair of studies should put this concern to rest for good, experts say.
"Parents can be reassured that there is no link between using epidurals ...
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                                    Pandemic Tied to Declining Birth Rates for U.S., Much of Europe
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Birth rates tend to fall during pandemics, and history is repeating itself with the COVID-19 scourge, researchers say.
Fewer babies have been born in much of Europe and the United States. Earlier in the pandemic, U.S. births declined 7%, a new study finds.
In Europe, birth declines varied. In Italy they dropped 9%, in Spain 8% and Portugal 7%, while in Denmark, Finland, Germany and ...
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                                    Are Stillbirths More Common in Women Infected With COVID?
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COVID-19 is surging in U.S. states with low vaccination rates, and these places may also be seeing a higher-than-usual number of stillbirths linked to the virus.
While the number of stillbirths is still very low nationally, doctors in the Deep South have noticed increases in stillbirths, NBC News reported.
One of those states is Alabama. But the numbers are too low overall ...
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                                    Mom-to-Be's 'Leaky' Heart Valves May Pose More Danger Than Thought
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Leaky heart valves can put pregnant women at serious risk, according to a large study that runs counter to established practice.
The condition used to be considered relatively harmless during pregnancy. But this analysis by Johns Hopkins University researchers of more than 20,000 individual medical records reveals that heart valve disease puts women at risk for bleeding, high blood pressu...
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First comes love. Then comes marriage. Then comes baby in the baby carriage.
While that childhood rhyme used to be true, college-educated women in the United States are now more likely than ever to have a first baby outside marriage. They're also more likely than other women to have a wedding ring by the time they have their second baby.
"It suggests a change in the way that college...
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The health impact of wildfires is already huge, and new research suggests it might also raise a mom-to-be's risk for preterm birth, according to a new study.
Wildfire smoke contains high levels of PM 2.5, the deadliest type of pollution from particles so fine they can embed deep in the lungs and pass into the bloodstream.
"In the future, we expect to see more frequent and intense ex...
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                                    Why Do Black, Hispanic Newborns Face Higher Health Risks?
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All births are not created equal, new U.S. research reveals: Differences in the quality of hospital care contribute to a higher chance of complications among Black and Hispanic newborns compared to white and Asian infants.
The analysis of more than 480,000 live births at term (at least 37 weeks' gestation) in New York City from 2010 through 2014 found that the overall rate of unexpected c...
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In a sign that the pandemic may have spared pregnant women and their newborns, a new Canadian study suggests there was no increase in preterm births or stillbirths during the first year of the pandemic.
Some studies found preterm birth rates in countries such as the Netherlands, Ireland and the United States fell during the pandemic, while there were increases in stillbirths and variabili...
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                                                        [image: ]
                                                    
                  
                                            

                                        

                                        
                                        
                                            
Thinking of starting a family? Start getting your heart in shape. New research suggests that how healthy a woman's heart is before conception affects outcomes in her pregnancy.
Study author Dr. Sadiya Khan said the findings make a case for more comprehensive heart assessments prior to pregnancy rather than focusing on isolated individual risk factors, such as high blood pressure ("hyperte...
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                                    C-Section Babies Miss Out on Mom's 'Microbiome,' But Treatment Can Change That
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When a baby is born, the mother's body provides a pathway into the world, but the journey also exposes them to beneficial bacteria that live in and on their mom. But that critical exchange doesn't happen during a cesarean section delivery.
Now, researchers report that swabbing babies delivered via C-section with gauze that has been seeded with their mother's vaginal fluids delivers the sa...
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                                    Migraines Tied to Higher Odds for Complications in Pregnancy
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Women who suffer from migraines may be more vulnerable to pregnancy complications, new research finds.
"Our study confirms that women who suffer from migraine are at a greater risk of a host of medical and obstetric complications. As such, we are [recommending] that these women should be classed as 'high-risk' pregnancies and should therefore be treated according to a high-risk protocol,"...
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                                    Survey Finds Many Adults Don't Want Kids -- and They're Happy
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Marriage and children may be the norm for most Americans, but a new study shows that many people are choosing to remain child-free -- and they're happy that way.
The study of 1,000 Michigan adults found that one-quarter had opted not to have kids. And, on average, their life-satisfaction ratings were no different from those of parents or people who planned to have children.
On one h...
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                                    Dads of 'Preemie' Babies Can Be Hit by Depression
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Postpartum depression strikes fathers of premature babies  more often than previously thought, and it can linger longer in fathers than in mothers, a new study finds.
The researchers screened for depression in 431 parents of premature infants in a neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) and identified depression symptoms in 33% of mothers and 17% of fathers.
After the babies were brough...
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Having a baby is expensive. The cost of diapers, a crib, a car seat and all the other infant necessities can really add up, and now a new study shows that having a child comes with its own hefty hospital price tag for many U.S. families.
About one in six families in the Michigan Medicine study spent more than $5,000 to have a baby. For privately insured families whose babies required time...
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America, get ready for a baby boom.
That's the likelihood anyway, according to a new forecast that suggests a drop in pregnancy and birth rates seen during the early part of the COVID-19 pandemic is about to be reversed.
"We expect a dramatic rebound soon," said study lead author Dr. Molly Stout. She is maternal fetal medicine director at Michigan Medicine Von Voigtlander Women's Ho...
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